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2014 University of California 
Application Tips  

 
 

Part 2 

Personal Statement 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-statement/ 

Weight of the Personal Statements in the University of California Application 

Process 

When a school such as UCLA or Berkeley receives over 50,000 applications, it makes you wonder how 

important the personal statement is in their college application process. Does anyone even read the 

statements?  Do they really influence admissions decisions?  The answer is a resounding YES.  University 

of California colleges read all applications holistically.  This means they review all parts of the application.  

The personal statement is an integral and influential part of the application.  You should spend quality time 

working on your personal statement.  It won’t ever keep you out of a UC, but it can certainly get you in! 

 

University of California Prompts 

The UC’s have two required prompts, and one optional prompt, with a unique combination for word count 

limits. 

#1: Required: Describe the world you come from — for example, your family, community or 

school — and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations. 

#2: Required: Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that 

is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud, and how does it relate to 

the person you are? 

#3: Additional Comments:  If you wish, you may use this space to tell us anything else you want us to 

know about you that you have not had the opportunity to describe elsewhere in the application. 

Word Counts: 

 UC #1 + #2 = up to 1000 words 

 Each essay from #1 and #2 has to be at least 250 words 

 UC Additional Comments:  550 words 

Tip: Make each of the two required essays approximately 500 words each to meet 1000 word limit.  This 

makes it easier to use the essays with the Common Application or other applications. 

  

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-statement/
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Getting Started 

Writing the UC personal statement can feel daunting when you start.  You want to avoid the “McEssay” 

syndrome.  A “McEssay” is an essay on a topic many other students write about. It is not interesting, 

informational or compelling. Here are some tips to guide you: 

 Plan to write for all three prompts 

 Plan topics for all three prompts at once 

 Use 3 prompts to cover different topics 

 Don’t worry about including all parts of the question in your answer. 

 Use the Top 5 Rules for Great College Essays to guide your essay development  

 Use the PIE strategy for writing your essays:  Provide answers, give insight, and explain yourself 

(see #2 Rule: Delve Deeper) 

 Use the Personal Statement Graphic Organizers to brainstorm topics 

 View the presentation “The High School Student’s Nemesis: The Dreaded College Essay” for 

directions and ideas. 

Tips for UC #1 Prompt 
To make for a better, more compelling personal statement: 

 Start with brainstorming about your DREAMS and ASPIRATIONS.  Make a list of 5-8 dreams and 

aspirations. Don’t limit yourself on your dreams or aspirations. Aspirations/dreams can be:  

o Careers- include your major if you know what you want as a career or want to study 

o Academic- how a class or school activity sparked your interest in studying a topic 

o Social- doing study abroad, or living in a new culture, new setting (urban, rural), or just 

living on your own for the first time 

o Explore- learning something new (ie, to rock climb your first mountain, learn a new 

language, visit a foreign country).   

o Any other dreams or aspirations you have.  Why are you going to college? 

 Pick only ONE of these areas to write about: family, community, school.  The prompt is too short to 

write about all three. 

 Don’t write a chronological essay. “I was born in xxxxx.  I have so many brothers and sisters.  My 

parents ….”  Pick one topic and write about it. 

 Be sure to include how your ONE topic connects to your dreams and aspirations.   

Tips for UC #2 Prompt 

Use #2 to start your essay writing process.  It is can generate ideas you can use for all three essay 

prompts. 

 Brain storm about Experiences first. They are the easiest to start with.  Everyone has had 

experiences in their lives. 

 Decide which experiences you want to use for #1 (to illustrate your dreams/aspirations through your 

family, school or community) and #3 (what else does the committee need to know about you?) 

 Use experiences to demonstrate other aspects of #2 prompt: 

o Personal quality or talent 

o Accomplishment or contribution 

 Pick ONE of these areas to cover in your essay 

 Tie your experience to “how it relates to the person you are”.  How did this experience shape you; 

demonstrate your character, stem from your talent or accomplishment? 

 Use “why does it make you proud” sparingly.  Remember, not all parts of the prompt need to be 

covered. 
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Tips for UC Additional Comments Prompt 
The additional comments section provides added space on the application for you to add information there 

is no room to put anywhere else on your application. Seize the opportunity to tell more about yourself in this 

section. Be sure to: 

 Address any academic questions raised in your application 

 Explain any challenges in taking classes.  Discuss any difficulties in testing or curriculum, and what 

you learned from it. 

 Include significant additional activities or leadership experiences not covered in Activities & Awards 

 Introduce personal circumstances not covered in required prompts 

 If you are a veteran, be sure to include that information here 

 If you are a transfer student, include information in this section 

 Any other topic of interest or not covered in your application 

Tip:  If you have not used #1 or #2 to talk about academics, use #3 for that purpose.  Somewhere in your 

UC application personal statements you should discuss your academic experience or perspective. 

Personal Statement FAQ’s 

 When do I start working on personal statements? 

Don’t wait until your senior year to start on personal statements.  You can get a head start with the 

following schedule: 

o Spring Junior Year:  Start working on UC Personal Statements 

o Summer after Junior Year:  Complete all personal statements 
o August of Senior year:  August 1 the University of California application opens.  Start on it right 

away, before school starts. 
o Fall of Senior Year:  Fine tune and finish UC personal statements by Oct. 15. 

 How many drafts does it take to finish my personal statements? 

It takes more than one draft.  The number of drafts depends on you.  Plan on between 3-8 drafts of 

your personal statements. 

 Do I include mention of a major in my personal statements? 

If you are applying to a professional college such as Engineeering or Chemistry, be sure to include 

mention your interest in your intended major, and any experience you have with the field 

 

 Can I use the UC personal statements for other applications? 

Absolutely.  The brain storming graphic organizer ties the UC personal statements to 3 of the 

Common Application prompts.  Use the three essays for additional essays in other applications, or 

for scholarship applications. 

 

Personal Statement Resources  

Explore some of these resources on writing college essays: 
 

o UC Berkeley Admissions Website: insights on what makes a successful personal statement. 

o UC Los Angeles Admissions Website:  Videos and tips to guide you. 

o GuidedPath: University of California and all other required essays are included. 

o The College Essay Guy:  online tips and tools for writing college essays for students and teachers, 

included in GuidedPath as well. 

 

http://admissions.berkeley.edu/personalstatement
http://www.admissions.ucla.edu/prospect/perstmt.htm
http://www.guidedpath.net/professional-development/
http://www.collegeessayguy.com/

